
The phenomenon of the holiness of Carlo Acutis – beatification 

10.10.2020, canonisation 7.09.2025, liturgical memorial 12 

October, installation of relics in Our Lady Queen of Poland 

Church, Maylands 15.02.2026 – YOU ARE INVITED! 

He played PlayStation, gave his sandwiches to the poor, and went on dates 

with Mary. He was the 15-year-old Italian who liked travelling and knew 

Polish prayers? 

He is an example for young 

people of self-discipline that 

allows them to let into their 

hearts and minds what is 

valuable. The phenomenon of 

this young man really came 

down to one word: to want. If he 

went to the Eucharist every day, 

prayed the Rosary, spent time in 

adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament and was able to 

devote his time to the poor, it 

was for this one reason only – 

because he wanted to. He 

fulfilled his duties, went to 

school and studied well. He 

knew how to use his free time 

by playing football or learning 

to play the saxophone. He found 

time to help his peers who had difficulty mastering science subjects, 

especially IT, in which he was truly very good. He found time to help in the 

kitchen for the poor run by the Capuchin fathers, and above all he found time 

for prayer. This was the strength that led him to the altar. A few days before 

his death he said that he did not regret a single moment, because he had not 

wasted any of them nor done anything that would displease God. 

The painting was painted for our 
church by Urszula Kochan. The frame 
was funded by Marcin Michalik. 



 

A Polish woman in the life of Carlo Acutis 

He did not inherit his faith from home. The Acutis family did not feel the need 

for prayer, and they went to church only at Christmas and Easter, for weddings 

or funerals. However, the desire for God was planted in Carlo’s heart from 

his earliest years, and a certain Polish woman helped that seed of faith to 

grow. His carer was a Polish woman, Mrs Beata Storczyńska, who was 

studying in Italy at the time. The Acutis family employed her to look after 

little Carlo. All of this created fertile ground so that the desire for closeness 

to God could bear fruit already in the small boy. She was the first to teach him 

prayers. We know that he also knew prayers in Polish. He was very curious 

about the homeland of his grandmother, his father’s mother. Every walk 

ended with a visit to Jesus in the church. The seed of faith was germinating 

in him so that it might blossom into holiness. 

Daily Eucharist 

From the day of his First Holy Communion, the boy did not miss a single 

daily Eucharist, and by the age of 12 he went to confession once a week. From 

childhood he spent his holidays in Assisi, where the spirit of Saint Francis is 

present everywhere. Carlo was also fascinated by creation. He loved 

recording videos, taking photos and was very curious about the world. For 

this reason, the holiday travels planned by the Acutis family always delighted 

the young man. His mother Antonia recalls that before going anywhere, he 

always checked whether there was a church in that place so he could attend 

Mass. Carlo did the most ordinary things in an extraordinary way – he put his 

whole heart into everything. He did nothing half-heartedly or simply because 

it was expected. He did everything in reference to Jesus; he did everything 

with love. He said directly that purgatory did not interest him; he said: I want 

to go straight to heaven. 

Mary – the most beautiful woman in the world 

That a young boy, fascinated by the world and open to friendships, could 

openly declare that the only and most beautiful woman of his life was the 

Blessed Virgin Mary undoubtedly amazes. He prayed the Rosary every day. 



As he himself said, the Rosary was for him a romantic meeting with the most 

wonderful woman in the world. Since he approached this prayer in that way, 

the Rosary was never boring for him; he simply spoke with the Mother of 

God while contemplating the mysteries of the life of Jesus. Undoubtedly, he 

modelled himself on the Blessed Virgin Mary, who called herself a servant. 

He too wanted to serve and to love as Mary did. 

Illness and death 

Aggressive leukaemia ended the young man’s earthly life within a few days. 

His illness lasted a very short time, but what is striking is a recording his 

parents discovered after his death. Carlo recorded it in August and died in 

October. In the video he sits thoughtfully in front of a screen. At one moment 

he lifts his head and gazes and says: I am destined to die. He claps his hands, 

raises them and smiles. He was aware that his life would be short. Doctors 

and nurses who accompanied him in his illness looked with great admiration 

at the way he accepted suffering. He suffered greatly but did not utter a single 

word of complaint. He accepted everything in a spirit of acceptance of God’s 

will. He offered his sufferings for the Church and the Holy Father. He died on 

12 October 2006. In Carlo’s life story we read content that can be a model 

and an example for us. He loved 

playing PlayStation, but he knew that 

on the internet, alongside many 

interesting, good and valuable things, 

there are also many dangers. He is an 

example for us of self-discipline that 

allows us to let into our hearts and 

minds what is valuable – what can 

help us, not what destroys and 

corrodes from within. It depends 

only on us what we allow in. The 

door to everything that enters our 

interior is our free will. The 

phenomenon of this young man 

really came down to one word: TO 

WANT! 

Relics of the Saint received 
from Assisi – Ex capillis in Latin 
means “from the head”, that is, 
a fragment of his hair. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

God, our Father, we give You thanks for giving us Carlo, who is a model 

of life for young people and a call for everyone to love. 

By making the Eucharist the “highway to heaven”, You enabled him to 

love Your Son. You gave him Mary, his most beloved Mother, and through 

the Rosary You allowed him to sing of her tenderness.  

Accept his prayer for us. 

Look above all upon the poor, whom he loved and helped, and through 

his intercession grant me also the grace for which I ask You… 

By welcoming Carlo into the communion of the Church’s saints, grant us 

the fullness of joy; may his smile also be a light for us and for the world, 

to the glory of Your Name. Amen. 

Our Father… Hail Mary… Glory be… 

 

WE INVITE YOU TO THE SOLEMN INSTALLATION OF THE 

RELICS ON SUNDAY, 15 FEBRUARY, DURING HOLY MASS 

AT 11:30 AM 

The relics will be placed in a 
special shrine made by Grzegorz 
Marach. 

The reliquary was purchased in 
Poland and is in the shape of the 
Franciscan letter TAU. 


